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Testimony of Witness GERHARD FRAENK 
taken on behalf of the Defendant SPEER, 
by Dr, Hans Flaechsner at Internment 
Camp 74, ludwigsburg, on 4 April 1946, 


Cross-Examinations Mr, Charles 5, ir NO 
OUSCC 


SZ 


Interpreter; Mr, Wolfgang Thormann 


vu 


Dr. Flaechsner; Mr, Thormann, do you state on your oath that you = 


will accurately and faithfully interpret, from KS 
German into English, the questions about to bec: i 
propounded to this witness and the answers are 
thereto? r de 


statements you are about to make shall be the ;7 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the Ga, wi 
truth, so help you God? 2 ` ës N 


Mr. Thormannz I do, 


Dr. Flaechsners (to witness): Do you solemnly sesar that the 


Witness; I do, 


What position did you have in the Ministry of Speer in spring 1944? 


In the spring of 1944, I was head of the department "Organization 
and Administration" in the central office of the Ministry, It was 


my duty to work up the organizational questions of the offices sub=- 
ordinated to the Ministry, including those of the intermediate in- 
stance, and to coordinate the individual offices as well as the 
internal administration of the Ministry, 

What order did Mr, Dorsch receive from Hitler directly during 

Speer's illness, and how far was Speer concerned with that matter 

and what was his attitude with regard to it? 

Hitler wanted to shift the manufacture of air armament, particularly 
the manufacture of motors and sections to newly to be provided, bomb 
proof concrete buildings, Speer pointed out that neither the necessary 
building material nor the labor needed for such an extensive building 
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program were available and, aside from this, giving absolute priority 
to this program would seriously imperil all other construction in- 
cluding that for the removal of damage from the air, 

During Speer's illness Dorsch made designs for the air armament 
buildings planned by Hitler, selected building sites favorably located 
as regards transportation and procurement of building materials, and 
without Sneer!s knowledge obtained an interview with Goering on these 
questions, Ostensibly Goering was filled with enthusiasm for Dorsch's 
plens, made a report to Hitler about it, and arranged an interview 
for Dorsch with Hitler, Hitler also approved of the propositions and 
ordered Dorsch and Goering to hold a conference in Berchtesgaden with 
all departments concerned to determine the projects and to eliminate 
all ensuing difficulties. In doing so Hitler made Dorsch personally 
responsible to him (Hitler) for the execution of the buildings, par- 
ticularly for keeping within the time limits, Speer, as the Com- 
missioner General for the regulation of construction was to be in= 
structed to fulfi! all demands made by Dorsch for the execution of this 
program, Up to this point Speer was completely left out of the whole 
matter. All these conferences were held without including or informing 
Speer, 

As far as I know, Speer heard of these conferences via or through 
Stobbe=Derleffsen, at the time his deputy Commissioner General for con- 
struction (GB Bau), Following his severe illness, Speer was at the 
time in Meran to recuperate and asked me to come and see him from 
Berlin, Speer told me that he rejected such a solution; that he was 
the Commissioner General for construction and Armament Minister and 


not Herr Dorsch, That it was impossible to entrust hin with and mkke 
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him resvonsible for the execution of the total construction program 

and then to be dependent on instructions from Mr, Dorsch with regard 

to the air armament program planned by Hitler, Herr Speer, moreover, 

sharply criticized the arbitrary conferences with Hitler and Goering 

held without his knowledge, He was convinced that Dorsch wanted to use 
his (Speer's) prolonged absence, due to illness, in order to gain power 
over Germany's entire building activities, 

What did Speer want to do as the result of this order and with what‏ م 
mission did he send you to Berchtesgaden?‏ 

A. At that time Speer told me that in case ofsuch an order by Hitler, 
he would refuse further responsibility for construction, Dorsch 
should take over this task because he had a strong ambition in 
this direction anyway, Herr Speer wrote a detailed memorandum to 
Hitler, once more elaborating on the air armament construction 
program planned by Hitler and Goering and asking Hitler, in case 
the program was maintained, to relieve him of the responsibility 
for all construction and to entrust Mr, Dorsch with the execution 
of the same, Despite many arguments against it Herr Speer did 
not change his mind and instructed me to bring the letter imne- 
diately to the head of the Party Chancellory, Martin Bormann, and 
ask him to present the letter right efter receipt to Hitler, if 
possible, for him to read before the meeting scheduled with 
Goering. I was to remain in Berchtesgaden and to keep Mr, Speer 
informed on the situation by telephone, 

0, Gould you as Sneer's representative attend the meeting which took 
place with Goering as chairman regarding this construction work 


and for what reasons? 
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A. I could not attend the meeting at Goering's as representative 
of Speer, While he was still in Meran Speer instructed me to 
report my attendance at the meeting at the office of Goering, 

I was informed that this question would have to be submitted 
to Goering in order to be decided, Goering refused my ate 
tendance for the following reason: That Hitler wanted to 

have the circle of those who attended very restricted, An 
attempt by Speer to obtain my attendance at the meeting through 
the office of Hitler also failed, 

H, To what extent was Speer responsible for carrying out this con- 
struction work? 

A. Despite his sickness, however, Speer obtained a personal interview 
with Hitler, Speer flew to Berchtesgaden and discussed all the 
problems with Hitler, I do not know the details of these 03 8> 
cussions since I did not attend them, Speer informed thet Hitler 
had given up his intention to transfer the responsibility for the 
air constructions to Dorech and thet he (Hitler) did not intend 
to pu Dorsch in charge of the whole construction programe 

Q. Do you know of Hitler's letter to Speer in this matter? 

A, Hitler's letter to Speer of 21 April 1944 is known to me, I have 
here a copy of the first draft sent by Hitler to Speer and this 
letter geve rise to the memorandum prepared by Speer, whick 1 
referred to above as being a detailed memorandum to Hitler by 
Speer elaborating on the air armament construction program planned 
by Hitler and Goering and asking Eitler, in case the program was 
maintained, to relieve him of the responsibility for all construce 


tion and to entrust Mr, Dorsch with the execution of the same, 
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Dr, 71566183536 2: 


Dr. Fraenk, after your participation at the meeting with Goering 
had been denied, what was Speers reaction to this? 

Speer thought this to be an intrigue against him and told me 
thet he was going to obtain my participation through the office 
of Hitler, 

Do you have any knowledge that after these discussions Speer 
offered his resignation to Hitler? 

Yes, as General Deputy for Construction, Speer stated that in 
his memorandum and he told me thet he did this despite the 
danger of Hitler's removing him from his function as Armament 


Minister, 
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Cweoss=Exanination by Mr, Burdell: 


At this time what was Dorsch's vosition in the Ministry’ 

Dorsch was Executive under Speer of the Organization Todt. 

Can you tell us how you got all your information about this 
whole problem? Was it through conversations with Speer chiefly 
that you got your informationt 

Yes, Speer was DS, in Meran and he called me on a Sunday 
evening at 10330 at my house, and he told me that I should be in 
Meren on Tuesday noon. He called again one hour later and told me 
to be there on Monday. 

Can you say that practically all of your information about this 
whole problem came from Speer personally? 
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What was the principal reason. that Speer was against this under- 
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A. Because he thought that the execution of this construction as 
desired by Hitler and Goering would endanger the rest of all 
the conetruction program, 

a. Can you tell us approximately when the discussions about the 
thing started? Not the construction, but the whole discussion 
sbout it which led up to this letter of Hitler's? 

A, ‘That must have been three or four weeks before the letter, 

Q. You said thet as a result of these problens or disagreements 
Speer felt that he would just as soon resign, Is that correct; 
is that what you said? 

A. Yes. Under these conditions Speer would not have cooperated, 

Q, Was thet the only reason that you know of for Speer's wish to 
resign? 

A. There were many differences with Dorsch, Already when Speer was 
in the hospital at Hohen=lychen he sent a letter to Hitler in 
which he complained about the disloyalty of Dorsch, 

Qe Aside from these differences with Dorsch do you know of any other 
reason that Speer wished to resign? 

Later on also again after Hitler issued the order about the‏ وى 

scorched earth, 

Q.e Are those the only things that you know of thet led to Speer's 
wish to resign? 

A 5 oS hin ei I know, "ege 

Qe Wee this job of constructing the underground plants ever started 
and finished? | 

A. They were supposed to have been partially completed, As far as I 


know they have not been completed, 
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Under whose direction was the construction which was done on‏ من 
them carried on?‏ 

A. Under Dorsch, end under Dorsch, in turn, were local construction 
managers? 

da In connection with the construction of this project, did Dorsch 
continue to be subordinate to Speer? 

A. Yes, 

Q. So that despite all the arguments and dissgreements that 
there were about it the project was nevertheless carried on 
under the authority of Speer? 


A, Yes, 


Dr, Flaechsner; 

Q. Is it true that this project of the construction of fighter 
planes was discussed and carried out in the second pert of 1943 
after the heavy bombardments? 

A. I know thet approximately from this time on these ideas were 
expressed, How far it was carried out practically, I do not knw, 

H, In order not to have any misunderstandings, these discussions in 
Berchteszaden were carried out mainly by you, that is to say, as 
long as it does not concern the personal talk of Speer with Hitler? 

A, My activity in Berchtesgaden was limited to forwarding the memorandum 
of Speer to Bormann so that it could be presented to Hitler, and it 
also was limited to instruct Milch and Sauer, both of whom were in 


Berchteszeden, and who in their turn, talked about this question 


with Hitler, and who caused Hitler to receive Speer, 


Me That is all, MU hw Fleas e ميس يضام لل‎ 
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seinem langen Kraniheitsurlaub cezu zu verwenden gedachte, 4 


die resamte deutsche Beuwirtschaft Einfluss zu gewinnene 


Frages Was beabsichtigte Speer als Ergebnis dicser Anoränun zu tun 1 Ta! 
mit wolchem Auftrag sandte er Sie nach Berchtesgaden 7 

Antwes Speer sagte mir damals, dass er im Palle eines solchen FushrarbGe 
Pehls die weitere Verantwortung Fur jie Bawirtschaft ablehnen 


wuerde, Dorsch solle dam diuse sut 8 usbernehmen, da er jeden- 


falls starken Ehrgeiz in ‘icwsor Richtung habe, Socer sardte Hite 
ler eine ins Binzolne gebede Derkehräft, in der er nochmals auf 

das von Hitler und Goering soplante Luftruestuncsbauvorhaben oine 
ging und Hitler im Falle der Aufrechterhaltung des Vorhabens bat, 
ihn von der Verantwortung fuer alle Bauvorhaben zu entbinden und 
Herrn Dorsch mit ihrer Durchfuehrung zu beauftragone Trotz vieler 
Gegenar cuncnte aenderto Speer seine Meinungs nicht und bat mich, 

don Brief unverzuorlich dem Loi ter der Parteikanzlei, Martin Tore 
mann, zu ucberbringen und diesen zu veranlassen, den Briel 
moaglioh aofort nach Erhalt an Hitler weiterzugeben, damit dieser 
ihn noch vor qom annassatzton Treffan mit Goering lesen koennGe Ic 


solle in Berehtesgaien bleiben und Speer telephonisch auf dem Lal 


fenden haltene 


Rvapes Konnten Sie als Vertreter Speers an der 3ssprechung unter Vor sil! 
Goerings betr. dics Bauvorhaben teilnehmen und sus welchen GY UG Th 
den 7 

Antw.s Ich konnte als Vortroter Spesrs nicht an der Jespr chung tei Ine! 
Speer bat mich von Moran aus, meine Arwesonhsit bei der Besprech 
Gosrings Kanzlei mitzusteilch. Man sagte mir, diese Frage muesst 

Goering zur Entscheidung vorgelegt worden. Dieser lehnte meine 1 


nehme mit folgendep Nogruendung abs Hitler wuensche den Teilnehr 


reis aufs aousserste zu boschpnenken, Ber Versuch Speers, die G 


nehmigung fuer meine Teilnahme ueber Hitlers Kanzlei zu erhalt 
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seiner Derkschrift darum und sagte mir, er tito es trotz der Gefahr, 
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AntWe? Dorsch war unter Speer Leiter der OTe 
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